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Synopsis

A charity collector expects sore feet and a lot of boredom on his daily rounds. But when Rabbi
Yaakov Sapir set out from Jerusalem in 1859, he knew he would need all his wits to survive his
collecting trip. He returned after several years of terrifying adventure, and his perceptively wry
account of his journey is one of the most exciting travel stories ever written. Of course, Rabbi
Sapir’s "rounds" were not the usual ones. They included India, the newly discovered continent of
Australia, and Yemen, the semi-barbaric wilderness country. Traveling through Yemen meant
starvation, plague, bandits, and rapacious rulers, which explains why few people ever went there.
Rabbi Sapir, the indomitable "emissary of the Rabbis," plowed through it all, emerging gaunt and
haggard but is determined as ever to carry out his mission. Perceptive, honest, feisty, and filled with

wry humor, Rabbi Sapir’s story has to be read to be believed. --- from book’s back cover
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Customer Reviews

A charity collector expects sore feet and a lot of boredom on his daily rounds. But when Rabbi
Yaakov Sapir set out from Jerusalem in 1859, he knew he would need all his wits to survive his
collecting trip. He returned after several years of terrifying adventure, and his perceptively wry
account of his journey is one of the most exciting travel stories ever written. Of course, Rabbi
Sapir's "rounds" were not the usual ones. They included India, the newly discovered continent of
Australia, and Yemen, the semi-barbaric wilderness country. Traveling through Yemen meant
starvation, plague, bandits, and rapacious rulers, which explains why few people ever went there.
Rabbi Sapir, the indomitable "emissary of the Rabbis," plowed through it all, emerging gaunt and

haggard but is determined as ever to carry out his mission. Perceptive, honest, feisty, and filled with



wry humor, Rabbi Sapir’s story has to be read to be believed. --- from book’s back cover

An interesting read. Historically chock full of knowledge. Worth your time.
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